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vigation from Stourport to Worceſter,” 
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; liamentary Gentlemen, and indnce them by a falſe 
repreſentation of facts, to ſupport their intereſted 


plan, we beg permiſſion to introduce the caſe of 
the Staffordſhire and Worceſterſhire Canal Com- 
pany to their conſideration. 


od 


The utility and adyantage which have ariſen from 


| Canals cannot be adduced as a ſufficient proof for 
their extenſion ; few are they which have produced 
| advantage 0 the public, or emolument to the Sub- , 


 ſcribers When a Canal i is already formed which 


* 


Li 


conveys all raw materials to the manufacturers, and 


the goods when finiſhed. to the merchant, there can 


be no uſe for a parallel Canal which cannot afford 
a more ſafe, expeditious, 'or cheap W 


"The public good i is bed out as 2 only [2 10 
motive of theſe patriotic Gentlemen, in advanc- 
« ing fuch amazing ſums by voluntary Subſcrip- 
o tions:” Have they any other mode of levying the 
ax? or does their delicacy to the public prevail 
over their private intereſts ? * here is certain y no | 
compulſion to uſe theſe Canals, nor do we com- 


plain that others! are precluded from forming ami 7 


bh lar 3 but we hs} <li a.new Canal 
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0 preference to the improvement of the Naviga- 1 | 
tion of the Severn; as the great public advantages © 
which muſt ariſe from that plan, will be ſacrificed |: 
to the private emolument of the projectors of the | f 
new Canal. They have refuſed to produce their Wt. 
plan, although urged by the repeated application of | \ 
the mill-owners, and the occupiers of land, By this 5 


conduct the public are ignorant of the intended i 

line; and the parties, who will be materially in- 

jured i in their mills and landed intereſt, are pre- 

cluded from an application to parliament to pro- 
tect their property. 


Theſe Gentlemen have endeavoured to throw a 


veil of obſcurity over their proceedings, and have 
obſtructed every attempt to obtain a, public ex- 
5 amination. — Their meetings were never advertiſed 
in the public papers, but obtained by private let- 


ters to individuals, who were either the Projectors 
or Subſcribers to the Plan, —If their pretenſions are 
: grounded on public ſervice, they may ſafely await 
the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, but if they are conſcious that 
the real object of their application to parliament i is 
to obtain permiſſion to cut a Canal, through their 
own coal mines, and to convey their progyt only 


7 


to market, to the total excluſion of the Shropſhire 
mines; then, indeed, do they act with wiſdom, in 
concealing a plan, which whilſt it advances their 
intereſt, deceives the public, and | 88 the landed 
: cated 


5 It is uſeleſs to enter into argument about the 
Navigation of the Severn; we agree with them 
that it requires amendment; and we mean to join 
. Shropſhire in the improvement of the river Severn, 
from Colebrook-Dale to Glouceſter : this will meet 
all their objections, and preclude any neceſſity of 
new Canals,— 


at leaſt for the public ſervice. 


So far from any difficulty in removing the ob- 
ſtructions of the Severn, or producing any danger 
to the adjoining meadows, the beſt ſurveyors have 
delivered in a plan, and declared the practicability 
and ſafety of the meaſure. The fall of the river is 
eleven inches per mile from Stourport to Glouceſ. 
ter, the floods therefore could have lirtle effect i 
upon the works. The i improvement in navigable 
rivers, whoſe fall exceeds this amount, proves the 
fallacy of ſuch apprehenſions ; but the advantage 
to the * will be material, as the tonnage . 


tended 


EF YL 
| tended to be collected on the improved river, will J | 
not be the twenty-ſixth part of a intended to be ot 
taken on the new line. 3% 


As the improvement of the Severn ſweeps away {| 
every objection to its preſent ſtate, upon which the | 
whole force of their arguments depend, we {hall 5 


paſs over their obſervations, * until they begin to 0 
unfold the ſecret of the undertaking, in introduc- 1 
ing the Tipton, Dudley, and Stourbridge Collieries. * 
— Whatever may be their pretenſions to public 
utility, the real object is a monopoly of the car- 1 
riage of Stourbridge, Dudley, and Tipton Coals, " 


by the intended Canal to the Severn market; and | | 
by a partial improvement of the river, only below ah ö 
Worceſter, to block out the produce of the Shrop- 
ſhire and Staffordſhire Mines, which Are both ſu- 
perior i in quality and quantity. 


The Stourbridge, &c. coals are ſold at the Pit 
Bank at four ſhillings per ton; the tonnage and 
freightage by the intended Canal will be four ſhil- 
lings and live- pence; the price at Worceſter is 
nine ſhillings and ſix-pence per ton, yet they aſſert 


* Noticed in our Pamphlet. 


that 


T 6 - 
| that 60 will be reduced four ſhillings per ton; 
they muſt therefore be ſold at Worceſter at two 


ſhillings and eleven-pence leſs than at the Pit 


Butk;—— The "Ou will not ; calily credit ſuch 
aſſertions, 


As the new Canal, through its whole courſe, will 
run parallel with the preſent Canal, or the river 
Severn, the Landholder can receive no additional 
benefit; for manure, ruff materials, corn, and 
every commodity which could be brought to mar- 
ket by their ſcheme, are now conveyed by the old 
Canal, and the Severn: the inconveniencies to 
manufactories, and the delays occaſioned by the 
defects of the navigation between Stourport and | 

| Worceſter, are mere fabrications; goods delivered 

4 in time for the ſpring boats are never delayed. 


Under the general advantages which have ariſen 
from Canals, theſe Projectors endeavour to biaſs 
che opinion of parliamentary Gentlemen; the pub- 
lic obtained theſe advantages by original Canals, 

and whatever circumſtances may have ariſen to in- 
duce the Legiſlature to grant branches from mines, 
| and manufacturing towns, into thoſe Canals; it will 
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„%%% | 
be a phœnomenon in the hiſtory of Canals, to ſuc- 
ceed in an application to parliament, to cut a 
Canal parallel to one already made, and to con- 
tinue its courſe by the ſide of a navigable river, 
whoſe improvement they obſtruct. 


We therefore truſt, that the impropriety and 


injuſtice of the intended application to parliament, itt 


will meet with your diſapprobation and oppoſition. 9 
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